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Further Glimpse ^ 
into Cointelpro^l 
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Even in. the heavily expurgated ver- 
sion, it is.one of the most formidable- 
dossiers tha Federal Bureau erf Investi- 
gation ever released — 52,643 pages 
from its own file*, of fact, fantasy and 
internal politics that motivated the bu- 
reau as It harassed what it deemed 
subversive domestic groups through a 
program called Cointelpro. 

After three yean of disclosures 
about intelligence abuses, there was 
a certain familiarity about some of the 
revelations. Nevertheless, some new 
details were fascinating. ~ 

One plaintive example of the pres- 
sure on field agents to produce data 
came from a special agent in Mobile. 
Ala. in the 1960's: “As previously 
noted the only Black Nationalist or- 1 
ganization active in this divison is 
the Youth Progressive Committee in 
Montgomery, Ala., which has a report- 
ed membership of eight, two of whom 
are informants.” 

A newsletter called "Chevara News'* 
(after the Cuban revolutionary hero 
Che Guevara) was to contain false ide- 
ology to confuse the Students for a 
Democratic Society. An anonymous 
letter charging a political dissenter at^ 
a New Jersey state teachers college 
with sexual '•liaison'’ with his 13-year- 
old stepdaughter was sent to educa- 
tional authorities. J. Edgar Hoover 
himself took a guiding hand in Cointei- . 
pro. He„ for example, suggested turn- ■ 
mg . off the power during the meeting 1 
of the American Communist party's 
1966 convention.. 1 | 

The bureau released the Cointelpro j 
files without comment, and is pla nn i n g 
to release 80 , 00 a pages on its investi- 
gation of the assassination of Presi- 
uent Kennedy next week. -J 
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